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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0024 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IZ, UR 
SUBJECT: NOVIKOV VISIT 

REF: BAGHDAD 653 

1. JAN 8-11 VISIT OF SOVIET DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER NOVIKOV 
AT HEAD OF TRADE AND ECONOMIC DELEGATION SEEMS TO HAVE 
PRODUCED LITTLE SUBSTANTIVE RESULT. VISIT STARTED OUT 
WITH MAXIMUM PUBLICITY AND MEETING WITH RCC VICE 
CHAIRMAN SADDAM HUSSEIN BUT FIZZLED TO AIRPORT SENDOFF 
BY MINISTER OF INDUSTRY. NO COMMUNIQUE WAS ISSUED. 

2. ONE OF MOST CURIOUS ASPECTS OF VISIT WAS DEFINITIVE 
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BEFORE ARRIVAL OF NOVIKOV. ECONOMIC QUESTIONS APPEAR 
TO HAVE BEEN MAIN SUBJECT OF DISCUSSIONS AND 
CONSENSUS HERE IS THAT TALKS DID NOT GO WELL. 

3. FRENCH AMBASSADOR CERLES RECALLSTHAT NOVIKOV 
CAME IN JUNE 1971 AND PLAYED KEY ROLE IN ENDING BAATH- 
ICP CONFLICT AND SETTING STAGE FOR APRIL 1972 TREATY. 

HE BELIEVES THAT SOVIETS FEAR MAJOR RESURGENCE OF 
WESTERN PRESENCE IN AREA AND ARE READY TO GO ALL OUT 
TO PROTECT AND FURTHER EXPAND THEIR POSITION IN IRAQ. 

4. COMMENT: IRAQ'S GROWING OIL REVENUES AN DISILLUSION- 
MENT WITH SOVIETS ON KEY POLITICAL ISSUES, SUCH AS 

MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT, MIGHT LOGICALLY LEAD TO LOOSENING 
OF BILATERAL TIES. NO SUCH DEVELOPMENT SEEMS LIKELY, 
HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF REGIME S DOMESTIC PROBLEM WITH KURDS 
AND ICP, OVER WHICH USSR EXERTS SOME INFLUENCE, AND FEAR 
OF IRANIAN AGGRESSION. IN IRAQ EYES, SHAH’S APPARENTLY 
INSATIABLE APPETITE FOR MOST MODERN U.S. ARMS POSES 
DIRECT MILITARY THREAT TO IRAQ. GOI IN TURN SEES NO 
ALTERNATIVE TO EXPANSION OF ITS MILITARY RELATIONSHIP 
WITH USSR AND. ACCORDING TO INDIAN MILATT SURI. IRAQ 
IS CONTINUING TO RECEIVE SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS AND A/C 
FROM SOVIETS. LOWRIE 
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